Appl. No. 10/714,754 

Reply to Ofifice Action of February 24, 2005 
Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for controlling and/or regulating a torque transmission 
system in a drivetrain, a clutch torque being changed as a function of a starting resistance of the 
vehicle in order to implement a strategy for starting the vehicle, the method comprising the step 
of: 

modifying the strategy so that a progression of the clutch torque is adjusted to a starting 
situation^ 

the modification beginning when a predetermined minimum throttle valve angle is 
reached . 

Claim 2 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the strategy influences the 
progression of the clutch torque as a function of the engine speed. 

Claim 3 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 wherein, for the starting situation of the 
vehicle on a hill, the clutch torque is built up slowly. 

Claim 4 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 wherein, for the starting situation of the 
vehicle over a curb, the clutch torque is built up rapidly. 

Claim 5 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 further comprising determining a 
velocity of the vehicle for use in the strategy. 

Claim 6 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 further comprising running a starting aid 
routine integrated in the strategy. 
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Claim 7 (original): The method as recited in claim 6 further comprising miming a multistage 
starting aid routine in the strategy. 

Claim 8 (original): The method as recited in claim 6 wherein a first stage and a second stage 
are provided in the starting aid routine. 

Claim 9 (original): The method as recited in claim 8 wherein a higher maximum speed is 
implemented in the second stage of the starting aid routine than in the first stage. 

Claim 10 (original): The method as recited in claim 6 wherein roll direction recognition of the 
vehicle is implemented in the starting aid routine. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The method as recited in claim 10 wherein the roll direction is recognized 
in any driving situation of the vehicle with the aid of at least one sensor. 

Claim 12 (original): The method as recited in claim 10 wherein, for the roll direction 
recognition, a gradient of a transmission input speed is observed at least during a predetermined 
time interval, a negative gradient of the transmission input speed indicating that the vehicle is 
rolling backward, and a positive gradient of the transmission input speed indicating that the 
vehicle is rolling forward. 

Claim 1 3 (original): The method as recited in claim 6 wherein engine speed regulation is 
provided in the starting aid routine. 

Claim 14 (original): The method as recited in claim 13 wherein, in the engine speed regulation, 
the clutch torque is reduced before the engine speed reaches a preset target engine speed. 

Claim 15 (original): The method as recited in claim 13 wherein, in the engine speed regulation, 
a target engine speed is determined by a constant component in combination with a second 
component, the second component being a function of the engine speed gradient. 
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Claim 16 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 5 wherein the constant component in the 
engine speed regulation is implemented by a speed offset. 

Claim 17 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 further comprising determining if the 
vehicle is starting on a hill, and if so, building up the clutch torque at a predetermined rate. 

Claim 18 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 7 further comprising determining if the 
vehicle is against a curb, and if so, building up the clutch torque at a rate faster than the 
predetermined rate. 

Claim 19 (original): The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the vehicle is a motor vehicle. 

Claim 20 (original): A method for controlling and/or regulating a torque transmission system in 
a drivetrain, a clutch torque being changed as a function of a starting resistance of the vehicle in 
order to implement a strategy for starting the vehicle, the method comprising the steps of: 
determining if a starting resistance of the vehicle is above a certain level, and 
if so, modifying the strategy so that a progression of the clutch torque is adjusted by 
modifying a factor altering the clutch torque, the factor being modified by setting the factor to a 
first amount during a first time period so as to reduce the clutch torque, and increasing the factor 
by a predetermined rate after the first time period. 

Claim 21 (new): A method for controlling and/or regulating a torque transmission system in 
a drivetrain, a clutch torque being changed as a function of a starting resistance of the vehicle in 
order to implement a strategy for starting the vehicle, the method comprising the steps of: 

modifying the strategy so that a progression of the clutch torque is adjusted to a starting 
situation; and 

running a starting aid routine integrated in the strategy, roll direction recognition of the 
vehicle being implemented in the starting aid routine for the roll direction recognition, a gradient 
of a transmission input speed being observed at least during a predetermined time interval, a 
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negative gradient of the transmission input speed indicating that the vehicle is rolling backward, 
and a positive gradient of the transmission input speed indicating that the vehicle is rolling 
forward. 

Claim 22 (new): A method for controlling and/or regulating a torque transmission system in 
a drivetrain, a clutch torque being changed as a function of a starting resistance of the vehicle in 
order to implement a strategy for starting the vehicle, the method comprising the steps of: 

modifying the strategy so that a progression of the clutch torque is adjusted to a starting 
situation; and 

running a starting aid routine integrated in the strategy, engine speed regulation being 
provided in the starting aid routine; in the engine speed regulation, a target engine speed being 
determined by a constant component in combination with a second component, the second 
component being a function of the engine speed gradient; the constant component in the engine 
speed regulation being implemented by a speed offset. 
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